Ecthyma gangrenosum in a burned child.
The history of ecthyma gangrenosum has been presented, as well as its pathological diagnosis, prognosis and natural history. The history of forms of treatment has been outlined and the grave prognosis is emphasized. A case presentation introduces the experience at the Cincinnati Shriners Burns Institute. From a review of the literature and the experience at the Shriners Burns Institute, a suggestion for optimal treatment has been proposed. The particulars of this treatment include: early recognition, general nutritional and metabolic support, as well as high-dose aminoglycoside and semi-synthetic penicillin therapy, administered parentally and by sub-eschar clysis. Despite the grave prognosis, attention to these factors should result in optimal survival of patients with ecthyma gangrenosum.